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German 102, Section 1 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 1.00-1.50 

Dr. Thomas Leek 
 

Credit Hours:  4 
Office:     
Phone/ Voice mail: 
E-mail:   
Office Hours: 

CCC 404 
(715) 252-7515 
tleek@uwsp.edu 
Monday, 11:00-12:00,  
Thursday, 11:00-12:00 

 
 
Course Textbook:  

Vorsprung. Lovik, Guy, Chavez. Heinle, Cengage Learning, 2012. 
 

Course Description: 
German 102 is designed to build your comprehension and communicative skills in 
the language, to familiarize you with central cultural issues, and to continue your 
introduction to German language structure -- grammar and syntax. The primary 
text you will be using is Vorsprung Your course package consists in a textbook and 
a series of instructional videos on D2L which encourage you to work with the 
language in a variety of media and forms that complement each other.  
 
Vorsprung is functionally and communicatively oriented: this means that 
language is never presented as a series of discrete items, such as vocabulary words 
or abstract grammatical rules, but rather as units of meaning.  
 
We expect that by the end of a one year language program students will have gained 
a fundamental level of competence in “the five C’s”: communication, culture, 
connecting, comparison and community.  This means: 
 
1. Communication 1a. provide and obtain information, present concepts, 

and ideas in the target language to an audience of 
listeners or readers.  
  
1b. comprehend and interpret written and spoken 
target language on a variety of topics. 
  
1c. engage in conversations or correspondence in the 
target language to provide and obtain information, 
express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions. 
  

2. Cultures 2a. demonstrate an understanding of the relationship 
between the practices and perspectives of the 
culture(s) studied.  
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2b. demonstrate an understanding of the relationship 
between the practices and and perspectives of the 
culture(s) studied. 
  

3. Connections 3a. demonstrate that they can reinforce and further 
their knowledge of other disciplines through their 
knowledge of the target language and culture.  
  
3b.  demonstrate their ability to acquire information 
and recognize the distinctive viewpoints that are only 
available through the foreign language and its 
culture(s).  
  

4. Comparisons 4a. demonstrate an understanding of the nature of 
language through comparisons of the target language 
studied and their own. 
  
4b. demonstrate an understanding of the concept of 
culture through comparisons of the target culture(s) 
and their own. 
  

5. Communities 5a. use the target language and culture both within 
and beyond the classroom setting. 
  
5b. show evidence of becoming lifelong learners by 
using the target language for personal enjoyment and 
enrichment. 

 
Enduring Understandings for first year students of German: 
 
Students who have completed German 102 will understand that… 
 

• German, like any language, is a social medium that provides access to new 
information and perspectives. 

• The negotiation of a second-language situation involves the creation of 
meaning in this social medium. 

• Learning German does not merely involve one-to-one translation, but 
rather the development of a set of skills for the purpose of communicating 
about common and specific needs and ideas. 

 
Essential Questions: 
 

• What skills and knowledge can be used to negotiate a second-language 
communication situations successfully? 

• How does knowledge of a second language increase the understanding of 
our first language? 
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Knowledge: 
 
Students will be able to… 
 

• Identify and describe the basic geographic and cultural space of the target 
culture. 

• Identify and discuss household items, near relatives, time-vocabulary, daily 
activities and basic means of transportation. 

• Demonstrate basic understanding of syntax, including subject-verb 
agreement and the system of cases. 

 
Skills: 
 
Students will be able to… 
 

• Give greetings and introduce him/herself in the target language. 
• Demonstrate ability to formulate basic sentences and questions in the 

present tense. 
 
Dispositions… 
 
Students will be able to… 
 

• Appreciate the complexities of intercultural and interpersonal 
communication between and within languages. 

• Demonstrate awareness of the validity and complexity of other cultures. 
 

 
Preparation and Participation:  
Central to your success in German 102 will be regular attendance, preparation and 
participation. I will receive email reports demonstrating that you have (or have 
not) watched the videos and engaged with the quiz. It is important for you to be 
present and prepared every class day, and that you actively participate in class. 
Your participation guarantees that you will receive participation credit, and more 
importantly, improves your language learning.  Make-up work will only be allowed 
in cases of illness, family emergency, or religious holidays.  If you cannot inform 
me of your absence in advance you should approach me as soon as you return to 
class after your absence in order to be eligible for make-up work. You may be asked 
to provide proof of your reason of absence.   
 
Quizzes, Tests and the Final Exam: 
The quizzes, tests and the final exam will each assess listening, reading, writing, 
vocabulary, and grammar.  Quizzes are brief checks of your knowledge of a 
particular topic.  The test formats will include multiple choice, matching, and 
open-ended questions.  The final exam is similar to the tests earlier in the semester 
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but it is cumulative and somewhat longer.  On test days you may prepare a 3x5 card 
with notes on the front or back.  Only German is permitted on this card.   
 
Tests are worth 5 points each for a total of 25 points.  They are graded on a 100 
point scale.  The 100 point scale translates into course points in the following 
manner: 
 
Test points Course points 
95-100 5 
88-94.5 4.5 
80-87.5 4 
70-79.5 3.5 
60-69.5 3 
50-59.5 2.5 
40-49.5 2 
30-39.5 1.5 
20-29.5 1 
10-19.5 .5 
0-9.5 0 

 
Essays: 
During the semester, you will write 6 short essays in German.  Journals must be 
typed because they will be turned into the D2L dropbox. 
 
Each journal is worth three points and will be judged on the following criteria: 
 
 
 
 

Ausgezeichnet 
(1 points) 

Gut 
(.5 points) 

Nicht so gut 
(0 point) 

Context The ideas of the 
essay flow logically 
from beginning to 
end. They are 
relevant to the 
assignment and 
course material of 
the week. 

The ideas of the 
essay generally 
flow logically from 
beginning to end. 
Ideas in the essay 
mostly have to do 
with current 
coursework. 

The ideas of the 
essay are difficult to 
understand. Ideas in 
the essay have little 
to do with current 
coursework. 

Content Appropriate 
vocabulary is used 
and at least five new 
words from the 
current chapter are 
included in the 
essay. All articles 
agree in gender with 
their nouns. 

Mostly appropriate 
vocabulary is used 
and at least 3 new 
words from the 
current chapter are 
included in the 
essay. Most articles 
agree in gender 
with their nouns. 

Inappropriate 
vocabulary is used 
and no new words 
from the current 
chapter are included 
in the essay. Few of 
articles agree in 
gender with their 
nouns. 
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Circumlocution is 
used effectively. 

Circumlocution is 
used in difficult 
situations. 

Circumlocution is 
never attempted. 

Accuracy There are few minor 
grammatical errors 
and no serious 
errors. Grammar 
used in the essay is 
suitably advanced. 

There are several 
minor grammatical 
errors and few 
serious errors. 
Grammar used in 
the essay is suitably 
advanced. 

There are many 
minor grammatical 
errors and many 
serious errors that 
make content 
incomprehensible. 
Grammar used in 
the essay is 
unsuitable to the 
chapter and 
incorrectly used. 

 
 
Interview:  
You will demonstrate your oral proficiency in one informal interview in German, 
which will be evaluated in terms of fluency, amount of language produced and 
comprehensibility. This interview will be held in the final week of classes. 
 
Course grading:  
Participation:   21 pts 
Preparation:   15 pts 
Quizzes (5):   5 pts 
Tests (5):   25 pts 
Essays (6):   18 pts 
Oral Final:   6 pts 
Final exam:   10 pts 
Total:   100 
 
 
Point distribution: 
Total course 
points 

 Total course   

97-100 A+ 77-79 C+ 
94-96 A 74-76 C 
90-93 A- 70-73 C- 
87-89 B+ 67-69 D+ 
84-86 B 64-66 D 
80-83 B- 60-63 D- 
  below 60 F 
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Reading and Homework Assignments throughout the semester. 
 
Montag, 21. Jan. 
 
 

Dienstag, 21. Jan. 
 
Einführung 
Prefixed verbs 
Perfect tense 

Mittwoch, 22. Jan. 
 
Zu+inf 
Kennen/Wissen 
Lesen Sie:198-200 

Donnerstag, 23. Jan. 
 
VS 197-204 
(Möbel cont.)  
 

Montag, 27. Jan. 
 
VS 204-207 
(Dative) 
 

Dienstag, 28. Jan. 
 
VS 207-212 
(Dative of location) 
Discussion of 
Journal 6 
 

Mittwoch, 29. Jan. 
 
VS 215-219 
(Read about CCD or 
KEA) 
(sub. conj. wenn) 

Donnerstag, 30. 
Jan. 
 
VS 220-223 
(Dative prepositions) 
Quiz 6 

Montag, 3. Feb. 
 
VS 224-227 
(Dative verbs/body 
parts) 
Journal 6 in CV  

Dienstag, 4. Feb. 
 
VS 227-228, 232 

Mittwoch, 5. Feb. 
 
Review of Chpt. 6 
 

Donnerstag, 6. Feb. 
 
Test 6 
 

Montag, 10. Feb. 
 
VS 239, 243-246 
(2-way preps) 
Lesen Sie 240-241 

Dienstag, 11. Feb. 
 
VS 240-241, 243-
246 (2-way preps 
cont.) 

Mittwoch, 12. Feb. 
 
VS 247-254 
 
 

Donnerstag, 13. Feb. 
 
VS 255-259 
(Giving directions) 

Montag, 17. Feb. 
 
VS 255-259 
(Giving Directions 
cont.) 
 

Dienstag, 18. Feb. 
  
VS 260-269 
(Sports) 
Discussion of 
Journal 7 

Mittwoch, 19. Feb. 
 
VS 269-272 
(Sports cont. and Time 
expressions) 

Donnerstag, 20. Feb. 
 
VS 272-274 
(Transportation) 
Quiz 7 
 

Montag, 24. Feb. 
 
VS 274-277 (Word 
order) 
 

Dienstag, 25. Feb 
 
VS 277-278 
(Sub. Conj. damit) 
Journal 7 in CV 

Mittwoch, 26. 
Febraur 
 
Review of Chpt. 7 
 

Donnerstag, 27. 
Februar 
 
Test 7 

Montag, 2. März 
 
VS 285-286 
(Refl. Verbs) Lesen 
Sie 286-287 

Dienstag, 3. März 
 
VS 288-289, 291-295 
(Refl. Verbs) 

Mittwoch, 4. März 
 
VS 296-299 
(Dative Refl.) 
 

Donnerstag, 5. März 
 
VS 299-302 
(Getting ill) 
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Montag, 9. März. 
 
VS 302-312 
(Various on German 
education) 
 

Dienstag, 10. März. 
 
VS 313-316 
(Future tense) 
Discuss Journal 
8 
 

Mittwoch, 11. März 
 
VS 316-319 
(More Future) 
Quiz 8 

Donnerstag, 12. 
März 
 
VS 320-324 
(Verbs and preps / 
compounds) 

Montag, 16. März 

 
 
Pause!  

Dienstag, 17. März 

 
 
Pause! 
 

Mittowch, 18. März 

 
 
Pause!  

Donnerstag, 19. 
März 

 
 
Pause! 
 

Montag, 23. März Dienstag, 24 März Mittwoch, 25. März Donnerstag, 26. 
März 

Montag, 30. März 
 
VS 321-324 
(da- and wo- 
compounds) 

Dienstag, 31. März 
 
Review of Chpt. 8 
Journal 8 in D2L 
Dropbox 

Mittwoch, 1. April. 
 
Test 8 
 

Donnerstag, 2. April 
 
VS 332-333 
(Work) 
Lesen Sie 334-335 

Montag, 6. April   
 
VS 334-339 
(Work, Relative 
pronouns) 

Dienstag, 7. April   
 
VS 340-344 
(Relative pronouns 
cont.) 
Discuss Journal 9 
 

Mittwoch, 8. April   
 
VS 340-344 
(Relative pronouns 
cont.) 

Donnerstag, 9. April   
 
VS 340-344 
(Subjunctive) 

Montag, 13. April   
 
VS 340-344 
(subjunctive) 

Dienstag, 14. April   
 
VS 354-365 
(Adjective endings) 
 
Quiz 9 

Mittwoch, 15. April   
 
VS 354-365 
(Adjective Endings) 

Donnerstag, 16. 
April  
 
VS 365-370 
(Comparative and 
Superlative) 
 

Montag, 20. April   
 
VS 365-370 
(Comparative and 
Superlative cont.) 
Chpt. 9 Review 

Dienstag, 21. April   
 
Review of Chapter 
9 

Mittwoch, 22. April   
 
Test 9 
 

Donnerstag, 23. 
April   
 
VS 388-390, 391-
400 
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Chpt. 9 Journal in 
CV 

(Folk tales/Bro. 
Grimm / past 
tense cont.) 

Montag, 27. April   
 
VS 391-400, 411-415 
(past tense, past 
perfect) 
Discussion of 
Journal 10 

Dienstag, 28. April   
 
VS 411-415, 415-417 
(past perfect cont., 
sub. conjs. wann 
and ob) 
 

Mittwoch, 29. April   
 
VS 418-422 (genitive) 
Quiz 10 
 

Donnerstag, 30. 
April  
 
VS 418-422 
(genitive) 
 

Montag, 29. April 
 
VS 423-424 
(genitive and preps) 

Dienstag, 30. April 
 
Review of Chapter 
10 
Journal 10 in CV 

Mittwoch, 1. Mai 
 
Review of Chapter 10 

Donnerstag, 2. Mai 
 
Test 10 

Montag, 4. Mai 
 
Preparation for Oral 
final 
Total Review 
Last Journal in 
class 

Dienstag, 5 Mai 
 
Preparation for 
Oral Final 
Total Review 

Mittwoch, 6. Mai 
 
Ich bin in 
Kalamazoo. 

Donnerstag, 7. Mai 
 
Ich bin immer noch 
in Kalamazoo. 

 
Final Exam: Monday, May 13, 10:15-12:15 
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